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S t e e r s  v s .  B u l l s

Average Prices from 2/2-10/2024 in Florida on #1 Calves

325 425 525 625

Steer $4.22 $1,371.50 $3.48 $1,479.00 $2.92 $1,533.00 $2.67 $1,668.75

Bull $4.10 $1,332.50 $3.46 $1,470.50 $2.70 $1,417.50 $2.42 $1,512.50

Difference $0.12 $39.00 $0.02 $8.50 $0.22 $115.50 $0.25 $156.25



C A S T R A T I O N

8 0 .5 %

5 5 .1%

9 0 .9 %

6 2 %



E a rly  C a stra tio n

E F F E C T S  O F  C A S T R A T I O N  A G E  A N D  
A  G R O W T H  I MP L A N T  D U R I N G  
S U C K L I N G  O N  W E A N I N G  A N D  
P R E C O N D I T I O N E D  W E I G H T S
T .  T .  M A R S T O N ,  D .  A .  L L E W E L L Y N ,  L .  C .  H O L L I S ,  A N D  J .  W .  H O M M
K - S T A T E   C A T T L E M E N ’ S  D A Y  2 0 0 3  

E a r ly  C a stra tio n w /  S y no v e x  C

C a stra tio n a t W e a ning

9 0  D A Y S  O F  A G E

9 0  D A Y S  O F  A G E

2 2 6  D A Y S  O F  A G E



A t W e a ning

E F F E C T S  O F  C A S T R A T I O N  A G E  A N D  
A  G R O W T H  I MP L A N T  D U R I N G  
S U C K L I N G  O N  W E A N I N G  A N D  
P R E C O N D I T I O N E D  W E I G H T S
T .  T .  M A R S T O N ,  D .  A .  L L E W E L L Y N ,  L .  C .  H O L L I S ,  A N D  J .  W .  
H O M M
K - S T A T E   C A T T L E M E N ’ S  D A Y  2 0 0 3  

2 8  D a y s  A fte r  
W e a ning

E A R L Y  C A S T R A T E D  + I M P L A N T E D  

15  L B S  H E A V I E R  T H A N  B U L L S

E A R L Y  C A S T R A T E D  + I M P L A N T E D  

W T  2 0  L B S  M O R E  T H A N  O T H E R S



C A S T R A T I O N
D U R I N G  T H E  S T O C K E R  P H A S E

Mo rta lityMo rbid ity
17 .5 % v s .  3 8 .4 %  4 % v s .  7 .6 %  

10 0  hd  – 5 2 5  lb s
Me d  C o s t/  T rt  = $ 15

D ra x x in K P  @  $ 2 .4 5 / c c  – 1.1c c / 10 0  lbs

Price Morbidity
Treatment 

Cost Death Loss Total Cost Cost/Hd

Steers $2.92 $1,533 17.5% $270 $6,132 $6,402 $64.02

Bulls $2.70 $1,417 38.4% $570 $11,336 $11,906 $119.06

Mo rbid ity  D e c re a se s  N e t R e turns  A v e . 15 %



C A S T R A T I O N
D U R I N G  T H E  S T O C K E R  P H A S E

A v e ra g e  D a ily  G a in 
R a n g e  = 0 . 11 t o  0 . 3 5  l b s / d
o r  13 . 5 %  l e s s  a t  l e a s t  3 0  d a y s

Price Morbidity
Treatment 

Cost Death Loss
Gain 

Loss/hd Total Loss Cost/Hd

Steers $2.92 $1,533 17.5% $270 $6,132 $0.00 $6,402 $64.02

Bulls $2.70 $1,417 38.4% $570 $11,336 $1,069.50 $12,975.50 $129.76

A D G  = 2  l b s / d a y  – 0 . 2 5 l b s  x  3 0  d a y s  = 7 . 5  l b s  
T a r g e t  M a r k e t  W t  = 8 0 0  l b s
M a r k e t  P r i c e  o n  8 0 0  l b s  S t e e r s  = $ 2 . 3 0  = $ 17 . 2 5 / h d  l o s s
 

C o st/ H d  D iffe re nc e
$ 6 5 .7 4



C A S T R A T I O N
Average Prices from 2/2-10/2024 

in Florida on #1 Calves 525 lbs

Steer $2.92

Bull $2.70

Difference $0.22

3 0  H e a d  C a lv e s
L a b o r  $ 5 0 0  = $ 16 . 5 0 / hd
I m p la nt s  = $ 2 . 0 5 / hd
C o s t  o f  C a s t r a t io n = $ 18 . 5 5

W W  S t e e r s  = 5 2 5  - -  $ 1, 5 3 3
W W  B ul ls  = 5 10  - -    $ 1, 3 7 7

D if f e r e nc e  $ 15 6  -  $ 18 . 5 5 = $ 13 7 . 4 5

$ 13 7 .4 5  X  3 0 =$ 4 ,12 3 .5 0  



A t W e a ning

E F F E C T S  O F  C A S T R A T I O N  A G E  A N D  
A  G R O W T H  I MP L A N T  D U R I N G  
S U C K L I N G  O N  W E A N I N G  A N D  
P R E C O N D I T I O N E D  W E I G H T S
T .  T .  M A R S T O N ,  D .  A .  L L E W E L L Y N ,  L .  C .  H O L L I S ,  A N D  J .  W .  
H O MM
K - S T A T E   C A T T L E M E N ’ S  D A Y  2 0 0 3  

2 8  D a y s  A fte r  
W e a ning

E A R L Y  C A S T R A T E D  + I M P L A N T E D  

15  L B S  H E A V I E R  T H A N  B U L L S

E A R L Y  C A S T R A T E D  + I M P L A N T E D  

W T  2 0  L B S  M O R E  T H A N  O T H E R S



P R O G R A M S
5 9 . 8 %  -  N O  T R A G E T  P R O G R A M



G r o w t h  
I m p l a n t s

E s t r o g e ns
A nd r o g e ns
P r o g e s t ins



T Y P E S  O F  
I M P L A N T S

I nc r e a s e  A D G  
0 .1 -  0 .2  lb s .  

15 - 2 0  lb s .  o v e r  P a y o ut



G r o w t h  I m p l a n t s

19 5 0 ’ s  –19 6 0 ’ s  
A p p r o v e d  f o r  U s e 19 7 0 ’ s - 19 8 0 ’ s  – H e a v i ly  

R e s e a r c he d  a nd  P r o v e n



C ur r e nt  S ta tus
It Is What It Is

19 9 0 ’s  – 2 0 0 0 ’s  E v e r y o ne  
b e c o m e s  c o nf us e d  a b o ut  
ho w  w e  “ f e e l”  a b o ut  
im p la nt s



2 0  L B .  
D I F F E R E N C E

7 12  L B S .

6 9 2  L B S .



I M P L A N T S  
P R I O R  T O  
W E A N I N G

9 4 %  I M P L A N T E D  I N  F I N I S H I N G  
P H A S E

7 7 %  I M P L A N T E D  I N  S T O C K E R  
P H A S E

3 .9 %

19 .1%

3 1.4 %

8 .4 %



2 .5  Millio n H e a d

Me r c k  A n i m a l  H e a l t h  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  S u p e r i o r  
L i v e s t o c k  A u c t i o n  a n d  K a n s a s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

A c tua l P urc ha se  D a ta

$ 0 .0 0
 D is c o unt



Average Prices from 2/2-
10/2024 in Florida on #1 

Calves 525 lbs

Steer $2.92

15  lbs  = $ 4 4



Ma k e
H a y  
W he n it
R a ins



C A S T R A T I O N
D U R I N G  T H E  S T O C K E R  P H A S E

Mo rta lityMo rbid ity
17 .5 % v s .  3 8 .4 %  4 % v s .  7 .6 %  

10 0  hd  – 5 2 5  lb s
Me d  C o s t/  T rt  = $ 15

D ra x x in K P  @  $ 2 .4 5 / c c  – 1.1c c / 10 0  lbs

Price Morbidity
Treatment 

Cost Death Loss Total Cost Cost/Hd

Steers $2.92 $1,533 17.5% $270 $6,132 $6,402 $64.02

Bulls $2.70 $1,417 38.4% $570 $11,336 $11,906 $119.06
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