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THE COTTON RESEARCH AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

➢ USDA ➢ THE COTTON BOARD ➢ COTTON INCORPORATED
• Oversees Program • Collects Assessments

• Administers Program
• Communicates with 

Stakeholders

• Implements Program
• Conducts Research
• Promotes Cotton to 

Consumers
• Creates Demand and 

Profitability



“To serve U.S. producers and importers of cotton 
and cotton products by effectively and efficiently 

governing the Research & Promotion Program so 
that it leads to increased demand and consumption 

of cotton.”

The Cotton Board Mission





Mark Nichols serves as 
Cotton Board Chairman

Cotton Producer
Altus, Oklahoma



Cotton Board 
Assessments

Producer & Importer Assessments

Producers – 54% & Importers – 46%

Over 99% Compliance Rate



Cotton Board Producer Outreach & Education

• Producer Tours of Cotton Incorporated
• Regional Communication Managers
• Regional Meetings & Events
• Advertising (Print, Radio, Digital)
• Digital Marketing/ Email Newsletter
• Social Media
• Cotton & Coffee Zoom Sessions
• Monthly Articles in Cotton Farming & Cotton Grower





On-Farm & Gin
Visits

Trade Shows

RCM ACTIVITIES
THE FACE OF THE PROGRAM IN THE FIELD

Speak at Local 
Cotton Meetings



Producer
Tour
Program

3 Planned for 
2024 & 2025

Multi-Region

Young Guns

Women in Ag
February 4-6, 2024

February 2-4, 2025

March 17-19, 2024

March 16-18, 2025

June 23-25, 2024

June 22-24, 2025



Cotton & Coffee
Season 5 - 2024

Soil Health

January  16

Engineered Fiber Selection (EFS)

February  20

U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol

March  19

Consumer Marketing Efforts

Apr i l  16

Cotton Entomology Update

May 21

Cotton Board Overview

June  18

Cotton Product Evaluation Lab

Ju ly  16

Cotton Inc. 2025 Plan & Budget

Augus t  20

Cotton Economic Outlook

September  17

Global Supply Chain Marketing

October  15

Cotton Sustainability Update

November  19

Coffee Break - William Kimbrell

December  17





C O T T O N

I N C O R P O R A T E D



Cotton Inc.
2024 

 Budget

$89 million



COTTON INCORPORATED AG RESEARCH

• Funds over 400 projects each year

• Agronomy, Economics, Engineering, Genetics, 
Entomology, Etc.

• State Support Program provides localized research



Dr. Ed Barnes

Ag Engineering

Dr. Gaylon Morgan

Soil Health

Weed Science

Dr. Ryan Kurtz

VP AERD

Dr. Kaitlyn Bissonnette

Pathology & Nematology

Cotton Inc. Ag and Environmental Research Team

Dr. Sally Taylor

Entomology

Dr. Evy Jaconis

Cottonseed 

Human & Animal Nutrition

Dr. Don Jones

Breeding



Four Pillars of the Holistic Water Strategy

Maximize Rainfall Capture: Make sure we capture as much on farm as possible

Optimize Irrigation Water:
When we do irrigate, make sure it gives the most “crop per drop” 
by providing the right amount at the right time

Water Use Efficiency: Select and breed cotton varieties and use other physiological 
relationships to maximize crop water use efficiency

Evaluate with Credible Metrics:

Evaluate the progress of the previous 3 with appropriate metrics

Water metrics applied to cotton reflect the complexities of an 
agricultural commodity grown because it is heat and drought 
tolerant 



Cottonseed Research

Human Nutrition

• Research has shown 
encouraging outcomes for 
cottonseed oil

• Blood lipid (i.e. cholesterol) 
improvements
• Healthy individuals

• High cholesterol individuals

• Preliminary research 
conducted but evidence 
cottonseed oil can be 
incorporated into healthy 
diets

Cottonseed Oil

• Supporting research on 
cottonseed oil yield through 
breeding and gene editing 
technologies

• Develop cotton with high oil 
content and improved 
quality, high-yield, and 
desirable fiber quality

Animal Nutrition

• Focus on beef & dairy 
cattle

• Researching whole 
cottonseed uses and 
cottonseed meal as a 
byproduct of cottonseed oil 
crushing



Cottonseed Marketing 
• Whole Cottonseed and Cottonseed Oil 

• New Cottonseed Oil Advisory Council 

• Visit these websites for additional 
information:

Wholecottonseed.com | Cottonseedoil.org 



Education: Youth Curriculum 

https://ymiclassroom.com/lesson-plans/cotton/

https://ymiclassroom.com/lesson-plans/cotton/


T H A N K  Y O U !

Daniel Radford
919-222-4782

dradford@cottonboard.org
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