
Endangered Species 

and Pesticides: 

What’s a PULA and 

is a BLT More Than a 

Sandwich?

Add slide title here

Dr. Brett Bultemeier

UF/IFAS Pesticide Information Office 



FIFRA registers pesticides

ESA protects species

Conflict

EPA involved in both



Consulted if risks were found

Biological Evaluation

The Agencies

Biological Opinion



Initial registration did NOT consider ESA

WAAAAY behind – 2030 only 5% would be done

Mega Law Suit

How did it get here?
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Process was 
SLOOOOOOOW 
unsustainable



Registration Review - ID

Drift and Erosion Control

ESA Workplan

BLT 2

Vulnerable species and pesticide 

grouping



The Label is the…..
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Label alone can’t 
handle needed 

changes



Diverse group of actives

Streamline decisions

Gets away from product-by-

product decisions

Herbicide Strategy

1. 2,4-D

2. Dicamba

3. Diuron

4. MCPA

5. Metolachlor

6. Metribuzin

7. Oxyfluorfen

8. Paraquat

9. Pendimethalin

10. Propanil

11. Thiobencarb

12. Trufluralin



Reduce soil erosion

Reduce off-site drift

Purpose

Speed up decisions



Points assigned depending on 

location – soil type, etc. 

Points must be achieved through 

mitigation measures

Any Picklist can add up to total

Picklist
1. Vegetative Filter Strips

2. Grassed Waterways

3. Field Border

4. Cover Crop

5. Contour Buffer Strips

6. Contour Farming

7. Contour Strip Cropping

8. Terrace Farming

9. Strip Cropping

10. No/Reduced Tillage

11. Vegetative Barriers

12. Vegetative Ditch Banks

13. Riparian Buffers

14. Mulching

15. Alley Cropping
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3 points
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Calculator 
Example



Herbicide Strategy

Finalized

Use mitigation menu to get points

Offsets still pending
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Websites ARE 
label!
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Calculator can 
help
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PULA and BLT



Pesticide Use Limitation Area

Defined area in space AND time

PULA

Consult day of to 6 months before treatment
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How Do I Know???
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Label is ALL I 
need
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Label AND check 
BLT
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Follow the label, 
keep my bulletin
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Label AND check 
BLT
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Mosquito

•Original restriction – no mosquito from 
April - December
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Mosquito

•Original restriction – no mosquito from 
April – December

•Since been changed, mosquito exempt

•Feedback critical for this process



Process
•Follow label

•Mitigation points met Y/N?

•Check buffer requirements

•BLT Y/N

•Check if you are in PULA Y/N



How to comply?
•Label

•Up to 4 or 5 different websites that are 
label now

•Lots more math and boxes to check



Herbicide Strategy - final

Insecticide Strategy - draft

Rodenticide Strategy – should be final soon

Fungicide Strategy – 2025 or 2026 draft

Vulnerable Species – draft 

Additional Changes



Familiarize yourself with BLT

Stay up to date with changes

Don’t Panic

BLT

What do we do?

UF/IFAS PIO

PIO Blog
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Questions?

bwbult@ufl.edu
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